LOADING   UP   THE   BOATS   WITH   THEIR   FRAGRANT   FREIGHT
The Colombian coffee bean is specially appreciated in the American market, about 85 per cent, of
this commodity exported from Colombia finding its way there and selling readily.     These boats
are being loaded with sacks of coffee at Girardot, and will then be taken down stream till they reach
the steamers on the Magdalena, which carry their cargo to the great ocean-going craft
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inaptly, " the Lhasa of South America," is esteemed by the natives as the Athens of Spanish America, nor without reason, for the comparatively small ruling class have given themselves up to literary pursuits instead of to the commercial life, and many citizens of Bogota are more interested in the varying forms of Spanish verse than in the material progress of their native land. Consequently, out of all proportion to the population, Colombia takes a high place among the Spanish-speaking countries in Hispanic literature ; even the mother country honours many Colombian men of letters.
If the truth must be told, however, the cultured Colombian has been more content to discourse in choice Castilian about the natural beauties of his country, which are incontestable, and the progress it is going to make, than to take an active and practical part in the realization of that progress. Unlike most of the other South American countries, Colombia was slow to encourage the foreigner to come in with his money and bis energy to develop the country. The
native Indians might well have been helped to rise above their present degraded condition, and even the negroes, who form an unhappy element in the population, could have been improved by sympathy and education. Scarcely anything has been done in these directions. Schooling of the elementary kind is free, but it is not compulsory, and very little of it goes to any but the white and to some of the half-white people.
These people have the usual Spanish-American distaste for trade, and indeed for enterprise in any shape. Their preference is for well-paid official posts, where they have security and not much to do. Politics is the occupation of the more active among them; the others are content to be civil servants. Both are a curse to the community and a bar to the advance of their country either in prosperity or in civilization.
A Minister of Finance in 1911 described the bureaucracy of Colombia as a " social calamity." There were far too many officials. They were paid better than they would have been in private employ, and they did far less work than private
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